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From Engagement to CoIIaboratlve Leadershlp

Youth as Change-Makers in Community Schools
On April 7, 2025, the CV R-TAC, in partnership with WestEd, hosted a
virtual learning session focused on student voice in community
schools. Titled "From Engagement to Leadership: Youth as Change-
Makers in Community Schools," the event spotlighted student
leadership as a catalyst for meaningful change.

A powerful highlight was the student panel featuring Maya Cheek,
Natalie Cascio, Shayra Castillo, and Leslie Herrera. These students
spoke about their experiences, offering thoughtful responses to
questions like: “What does a community school feel like to you?”

and “How can schools inspire students to lead change?”
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Their input was clear and heartfelt—students want to be heard,
trusted, and included in real decision-making. They shared personal
stories and bold ideas, showing that youth are not only capable of
leading, but eager to do so. Moderated by Jenny Betz of WestEd, the
session also featured student co-hosts Isaac and Hope Medina and
gave educators space to reflect on their own engagement practices.
Breakout discussions encouraged attendees to identify youth

engagement strategies.
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The student voices were clear and powerful—a reminder that
they're not just the future, they're leading now. It’'s time we truly
listen and lead alongside them.







